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tained are best appreciated by reference to their very excellent 
plates, where the relations spoken of can be readily seen. The 
resemblance of the peripheral sensory cells to the analogous or- 
gans in the vertebrates is very striking, and shows in a most forci- 
ble manner that organs which subserve similar purposes, even in 
widely separated classes of animals, are developed in very simi- 
lar ways and into very similar forms. The fact of their epidermal 
and ectodermal origin is rich in its bearings upon an explanation 
of the development of the nervous system of the vertebrates, 
where as here the organs of percipient relation are of ectodermal 
origin, with the super-addition of a highly developed psychic 
ganglion, the brain, which, no matter what may be the argument 
to the contrary, can boast a no more aristocratic parentage than 
the rest of the nervous system. 
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GENERAL NOTES. 
BOTANY. 

The Mycological Flora of Minnesota. — Dr. A. E. Johnson 
contributes to the Bulletin of the Minnesota Academy of Natural 
Sciences, an essay of a hundred pages on the fungi of that State. 
He has collected and determined 559 species all new to the State, 
two of which are new to science, and the report is the result of 
the examination of more than ten thousand specimens. The 
essay is mainly an enumeration of the species, and must prove of 
much assistance to local botanists, and though we are unable to 
pass a critical judgment on the quality of the work, it evidently 
reflects credit on the Society and State from which it emanates. 

Ltgneous Flora of Iowa. — In a page reprinted from the 
Valley Naturalist, Prof. J. E. Todd gives a list of the trees and 
woody shrubs and vines of South-western Iowa, a region varying 
in altitude from about 1000 to 1 30b feet above the sea, the pre- 
vailing soil being that of the loess. 

On the Growth of Cocculus Indicus. — I have noticed that 
the termini- of the branches on a plant of Cocculus indicus, in the 
Horticultural Building in Fairmount Park, were coiled to the left 
about objects that came within reach. These terminal coils, which 



